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ERITORIAL 

WHY GEORGE SHATZ 15 BULLISH ABOUT THE PHILIPPINES 

What she giveth with the right hand, the left hand taketh away. 

As tar as presidential speeches go, Cory Aquino's State of the Mation 
address last July 25 was its usual polemic self — yellow ribbons flying, sar 
druss beating and contradictions abounding. As she announced the disbandannt 
of the notorious vigilantes, she endorsed the formation of the civilian volum- 
tear organizations. Which, by whatever name -- Bantay Bayan, CAFGUs, CVOs — 
aru still vigilantes and sell twice as bad. 

That announcement, coupled with the revelation that 1988 "may be renom- 
bered as the year the insurgency was broken,” were the highlights of Aquino's 
aneh, something George Shultz would have been proud of. "I’m aore then ever 
convinced that there’s very strong mutuality of interest here in the security 
šield," said that recent American visitor earlier. "Pa bullish about the 
Philippines. * 

With the “insurgency broken" and the spiral of violence acunting against 
the left — and the future of the US bases in the Philippines virtually 
assured, Cory Aquino and George Shultz can certainly shake sach other's hands 
and throw peace talks and human rights out the window, In 36 inahan the tise 
ot her speech, Aquino finished off the “communist insurgency,” thus jumping 
the gun over her defense sinister and alter ego Fidel Ramos who gave a three 
year timetable for a military victory. She also upended a classified military 
intelligence report that the AFP is losing the war against the guerrillas. 

To spice up all the bravado, Aquino went off on her high horse, preaching 
about the “moral basis for war," and not losing “the moral edge of this 
conflict." But what she did not mention -- as a disillusioned. Aquino 
supporter, Chino Roces, has pointed out -- is the failed moral leadership of 
har government 5 

And what Cory Aquino did not mention in her speach is what is important. > 
Shorn of the gilded rhetoric, the Aquino regime's high moral purpose is actu- 
«iły built on a base of repression and corruption. In the gein political 
ciisate of 1980, Aquino's soralistic preechings are bathe presidential apologia 
fer justifying the regime's permanent holy wer abe zli ropov ge the resit 
Scania has" oa o czysta: oF NE a pervasive 
violence. 

Alrsady, in the past six months, four human rights lawyers have bean nur 
dered by suspected vigilantes working in coliusion with their ea Agana 
All over the country, there is an escalating pattern of Killings of people 
involved in human rights work or identified mith the legal left, In fect, in 
barely two years, the Aquino regime has surpassed the Marcos dictatership’s 
20-year record of human rights violations against m people, © 

„Wat does ali tnis make of Cory Aquino? Mould it be correct nem to celi 
har a fascist? If Aquino can avert her eyes from : 
vigilantes friendly to her and in fact, Bia i 
very wall be one of them. Ask Shui tz. 
certainly a lot to be bullish about 681 Cory of the | 
of vigilantina, the moral orbite of ception She changia a the US bases, 
and soon enough, the killer of the Senate no-nukes bili. - 

Surely, the US need not lose sleep ee ta CeCe mimaijim at ta 
pales Sots oe om a soja 
it’s only a matter of time before t 
the sellout of national sovereignty 
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The past weeks, however, witnessed the. heating up OF contradictions: 

Within. the Aquino camp itself, further weakening the latter's base of rule. 
Instead at. “being miner con lidated, the coalition that. brought Aquino to 

powers bei apart. Earlier last years the very few ‘genuine liberals 

and Feformiste. had already bolted out of the ruling camp in disgust over the 

‘Aquino government's reneging on the "promises of EDSA.” aż i 

m within the ruling coalition. is the result of. the 
is relatives to tighten their. hold over the entire. 

for themsel vee, They seek to prevent” ‘the streng- 

in prepar ation far the Coming electoral battle. 

8 e power arrangement. Jose 
| Hamon 3 ined. forces. in the Laban ng Demok- 

Fatikong Pilipino (LDF) and are moving to install their forces in strategic 

government posts. On. the pee hand, an alliance among the LIB Pal Party of 

salonga, tne? del King of the PDP and the Christian Democrats of “Mangkapus 

is in.the si! sly. can aż the SONY, of ths Cojuangces." 

The widenini 

maneuvering js of 15 

regime and to corner the 100 
Xhanino of their ed 
in. ive thet may in the 
Ča nandto; have 

Scramble for the spoils 

Ahile engaging in the regime’s parliamentary processes, the Aquino 

clique’s reactionary rivals continue to hatch and. ieplement their. ‘scheses 

outside government. Most of these anti-Aquino reactionaries formerly belonged 

ta the deposed Marcos clique, nów maniuivering to get back in power by peddling 

the diehard reactionary line and. soi ng anticommunist Kd ane e 

i create trouble in many ways -- through their groups and. individual 
elements within the AFP, through threats oto and actual attempts. at 8 coup 

dostat, through their. awn connections in US ruling circles, through. 
provided them in the bourgeois mass media, thraugó s street actions: and parlia- 

ax ntar Y schemes, 8 

ESA 

They i remain politically isolated tron the people even as they take ativan- 

taga of the growing political isolation and exposure of the Aquino cl ique as 

“inept. ene weak ino the face or. the people” s discontent, and the. growing 
number ef fall louts „from and rifts within. the ra king coalition. That big 

: ith coe: CE rivals, 

A a tne MOST of the. spoils b by 
a si V But the anti Aquino. 

ir own armed forces, within and outside the 
m armer force in reactionary intramurals has 

5 — time, the threat of a beg contr tions 
among the mak an" : AG, even. åA ; 

for@el control i ues to woo „the BFP. 

es also maintai o 
AFP. And also because the rol 

a by th bloc. 
os | . CAMS: NG | 

to ensure its mule continues to xpand its role in the 
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the archipelago, 
blows on the tor 

the following: 

Northern Luzon. duly, officers of the Philippine aaa 

Division were forced to admit that in less than six months si 

the year, there were "173 insurgency-related incidents” in the 

We ini lakad.” From January 4 to June 15, the cited 25 ra 

is: 72 encounters; 10 sabotage operations: 10 disarm 

1 30 incidents of rebels taking prisoners-of-war (POWs 

raids/attacks, six were on military and six on paramilitary hesdat 

were on police stations and another four were on town halls. 

On April 24, Red fighters ambushed elements of the S4th 18 on their way 

to the army headquarters in Barangay Sipa, Sta. Maria, East Flora, Apayao. 

killed were an. army: Captain and three soldiers. That same day, a company of 

the people s guerrilias raided the Bauko town hall in the Mounta Province 

killing two soldiers. This brought to four the number VF 

thie za: the previous ones being those of Sadanga, Sabangan and 

On Apri] 30 of the following week, five PC” “troopers were killed and ane 

wounded by the NPA anan zaka in Hin Fotod; Bitkang. Mapa del Norte in 

Nueva Vizcaya, — 7A 

Two PC soldiers who refused to turn in their weapons and 

itčout with the guerrillas were killed at an NPA ch 

Mountain Province on June 12. The Red fighters then laid a 

8 reinforcements. The first truck of a three-vehicle convoy from tne 192nd 

` PC Company was blastad by a land mine, killing all seven troopers on board. 

Nine others were wounded | an zhe two other vehicles. 

Dn. June 165 an NPA Cošpany bombar ded with mortar and panes | @schinagan 

fire on a mountain patrol base of the sist IB in Palanan, sabela ee 11 

government troopers. The Enemy. responded. by aen O Hi 

hal icopter guńships, and later boasted of having billed "52 

Meanwhile. the Cordillera People” s í a 



barrig tol , countered by saying they saw no guerrillas around and 
inat the as just sp oy Lo avenge (je death ol seven sol ae ers billed 

in the Pantalan ng Bago at Etack. 

Southern Tagalog. Kalatas, revolutionary newspaper in the region, reports of 
continuing victories ot (je revolutionary forces agains: the people's enemies. 

in the first-quarter of this year, the Guezon NPA raided the town hall of 

San Francisco in Aurora. The guerrillas confiscated sixteen high-power ed fire— 
ares and three short arks; two grenade launchers, three grenades, some 2,000 

rounds of ammunition and other military ni amen. 5 5 

„Two policemen, including police chief Victoriano NapeNas, were killed and 

three others taken prisoners. The two policemen were metec the death penalty 
for having torluced and billed three Red fighters in 1987 — Comrades Jody, 

Noel and Rolven. The bodies of the slain guerrillas, later bound by a steel 
wire and tied to a big rock at one end, were thrown into the sea. 

“Oe Merch 5, the O garned SZ wesbóns {ro a raid on the FU-INP head= 

quarters in Abra de Ilog town, Mindoro Occidental. The weapons included an Neo 

machinegun, 22 MI6 and 2 Mia. rifles, „20 Caliber long-jarrelled shotgun and 5 

short arms. Four PC soldiers and one policeman were billed. 

* 
This raid was tbe seventh in a string gf suecessiul tactical offensives 

in Mindoro since October i987. From the six other offensives since October, a 
total of 37 weapons were confiscated, 15 enemy troopers were billed and 14 

ot hers wire wounded, 
> 

Four NPA querrilles with short weanons ambushed three escorts Lot the arey 

engineering battalion in tka abang Kugungin, Lopez, Quezon last April 5. One 

soldier was killed and two were wounded. The Red fighters took with sno an 
Miś rifle and 260 rounds af amaun: 

ot the end of Hay, six soldiers. were killed in an a@bush staja by the 

po s guerrillas on ten governmeot — troopers in Sitio Magalolon, ba 
Antonio, Laguna. The four : aga ran foro their lives. The mo ton s 

cated five Mis and ane DO | 

Last June i. an NPA compa Y staged a successful r 





latter's Mio rifles. Two weeks later, on June 28, 50 guerrillas overran an 
aray detachment in Tagulo; Jan. Antonio, Tukuran, Zamboanga del Sur, killing 
five soldiers and two CHDF militiamen and wounding three other soldiers. The 
NPA garnered five Mie, pne Alf and two Garand rifles. ; 

On July 11, la Claver., Surigao del Norte, a company of Red Fighters 
raided a police station and a military patrol base killing two soldiers and 
one vigilante. They (dok With them five MiSs rifles, One M&O- machinecun and 
Various office and radio equipments. 

Inc another cOmpanycsized. Operation, the NPA raided oa Philippine Aray 
safehouse add several nearby houses used as butter- Dy the enemy in Barangay 
Panian, Quezon, Dukidnon..JNey took prisoner two soldiers and seven vigi- 
lantes, and disaresd (wo policemen manning a checkpoint near the site. 

Based on these very partial reports that came in for the second quarter 

of the year, the NPA garnered a total of over a hundred high-powered weapons 
which include Mis, na and Sar and Pataas SO cali bar, oo ce ber and NGO 

le to obtain zak a series ot bis and skali operat ons — Paida 
and attacks, ambushes as well as checkpoints. Company” and battalion-sized 

> onducted at least twelve major raids on patrol bases, ail 1 and. 

police stations. and town halls, a number of which were successfully launched 
without a single shot fired. Big ambushes were done using landmines, m 
and machinegun fire, inflicting great losses on the enemy. Heavy damag 
wrought on the AFP > war materiel and equipnent which include hel icop gun- 
ships, vo arao rag personnel karieri, trucks ang com i 

There are those in the fascist. armed. forces who dismiss these victories 
of the NPA as were “death rattle.” And President Corazon Adu no proudly boasts 

. GF 1987-1988 as tho “year the insurgency was broken.” Her reactionary rivals 
say otherwise. The Filipino e@asces know better. |" omo 

4 ES WILL DEFEAT THE REGINE’S 
HILITARY STRATEGY OF ANNIHILATION 

16 defense chief. Fidel Ramos is ts be believed, the” revolutionary move- 
ment is s. in its death throes. “The comeunist rebels will be o. a ino 

: A tey te this is isitation = ‘ 



the Sai 
1 

i. a e ono e and psycho! og ca 

In teres of 8 regine attempte te ri 

ingredients on the operations of AFP combat units, with the al 

the hearts ana minds” oF the „e. > SOF is the product of s 

6 
. oo 

| i apporti v? a the . | 

: | ti of the enemy is to soften and ultimately ¢ 

political infrastructure. de.g., the unde gr ouod peasant org 
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mass support.” 

concretely, the SOT apes certain methods of work of the SYP ino its 

attempt to “win hack” th BOT elements enter their c ngat barrig or 
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and dental „services. ; 
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Curren tómente coming from the AFP and the -D$-Aquino regime on the 
SQTs are tuli of optimism. According to Major-General Mariano Adalem, from 
October 1987 to June this year, 400 barangays were “neutralized,” and 29, 000 
ko 30,000 mass activists, along with NFA regulars were won over to the govern- 
ment side" because of the work of the SÓTs. in fact, these “successes” formed 
part of the bases of Aquino's statement that 1987-1988 “say be remembered as 
the year the insurgency was broken.” 

As the mass base of the revolution 1s gradually being “won back” by the 
state through the Sis, the regular forces of the AFP wage their all-out 
campaign to "searcn-and-destrov" the armed regulars of the NFA. in the guer~ 
rilia bases, the AFP's plan is to iure and to tie down the guerrillas. to 
Sustained fighting to deprive the latter of the opportunity for political 
Work, “like propaganda, education and socio-economc work (to support the 
people's livelihood). When this succeeds, the time is ripe for the ŚDTs to 
commence Operations with the aim of further eroding the base of support of the 
revalution. 

Origins 

The origins of the SOT can be traced back to the year 1985, under the US- 
Marcos dictatorship. While the revolutionary forces in certain areas of Min- 
danao were addressing the problem of infiltrators within- their ranks, SOT 
units were deplayed by the Philippine Aray to Northern Mindanao under former 
Brig. Gen. Mariano Adalem. These were the prototypes of tne present BOTs 
which, according to the AFP, were the cause of the NPA’s defeats in the area, 
For instance, because of these Sols, the enemy claims tnat "200 NFA fronts" 
(sic) have been reduced to 34. 

it can be said, however, that it was mainly Colonel Victor Corpus who 
elaborated and put on paper the concect of the SOT, as well as the new stra- 
tegy Balzkwas. Corpus’ ideas on subject are contained in his forthcoming 
book ALternative-Strategie ©" 

Corpus based nis iosas largely on tis “knowledge of the enemy" -- the New 
People’s Army ->of which he waż a former commander. Though he criticizes the 
old “search-and“destroy” strategy, this in essence is what he also recommends. 

His only addition is: out equal stress on “winning the nearts and minds" of 
the people. O 

According ta Col. Corpus. the Ms protracted people's war can de nasily 
defeated through a war of guick decision through nationwide sisultaneour 
sustained (wilitary) campaigns.” He repóste Ramos’ timetable: three years. The 
strategy nas too phases: G 

"One. The phase of “reorientation, * reorganization’ — and removing 
"bagdages" from the AFP organization to effectively respond to the nem stra- 
tegy. This phase inčorporates the formation of small AFR onita -- the "com. 
nando battlegroups" (this is how Corpus teras the S0Ta) that will be respon- 
ible for socio-political measures. These will fora secret ii > 
in the barrios. From the way Corpus pictures these comrando batt! egroups, and 
from the qualifications he sets for these, the good colonel dreams of trans- 
forming the troops of the mercenary AFP into revolutionaries oa 
sinom selfless, etc. — like the Red e of - NPA. a 

defeated. in itary Sa 
triction” -- gradually narrowing 

i <oBaanio battlegroups organiz ls 
reverse," This means, from 
like a erte, slowly. being. Toten. on oe 
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Finally, the 889% pr rogram to świń the hearts and sands" a the people 
SUTTErs Troe 4 furdanental defect, A numer of the people may be lured into 
sining the “counter insurgency, " many revolutionaries may be nilled, a few 
guerrilla bases may be destroyed and SUTe may be able to organize hundreds of 
vigilante groups, bogus peasant associations and other political structure. 
Fut the people have one big question: why and for whos will. they oppone the: 
NPA and the revolutionary movement? For Aquino, a big landlord? For the 
fascists? A basic element is absent in the US-Aquino regime s strategy, an 
element that can only spring from a genuine concern for the People: a Just 
„cause. 
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Since the aid plan mill ease the pressure H e e Budget deficit due to 

infusion of new funds from abroad, the military est : 
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